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to settle (by the touch) disputed rights in any
case of doubt between contending parties/'

Many curious things are related as having
been decided by this mystic chain, which it
should seem, by their description, could only be
reached by the just person in the cause to be
decided, since, however long the arm of the
faulty person, he could never reach the chain;
and however short the person's arm who was
in the right, he always touched the chain with-
out difficulty- I will here relate one of the
anecdotes on this subject.

" Two pilgrims travelled together in Arabia ;
on the way one robbed the other of his gold
coins, and secreted them carefully in the hollow
of his cane or staff. His companion missing his
cash, accused him of the theft, and when dis-
putes had risen high between them, they agreed
to visit the mystic chain to settle their differ-
ence. Arriving at Kaabah, their intentions
being disclosed to the keepers of the place, the
thief claimed the privilege, being the accused,
of first reaching to touch the chain; he then
gave the staff in which he had deposited the